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INTRODUCTION 


The  following  report  is  a  summary  of  potential  development  areas 
in  the  City  of  Boston  which  may  be  eligible  under  HUD's  Neighborhood 
Development  Program  for  funding  in  1974,  1975  or  later. 

The  report  lists  19  potential  areas  in  10  of  the  City's  Planning 
Districts,  where  possibilities  exist  through  public  action  to  preserve 
or  enhance  solid  residential  neighborhoods,  or  to  reverse  declines  in 
potentially  stable  neighborhoods.  All  the  areas  offer  opportunities 
for  developing  new  housing,  ranging  from  70  units  for  smaller  sites 
to  1200  units  for  the  largest  site  with  an  average  of  about  300  units. 
Many  areas  also  offer  opportunities  for  rehabilitating  existing  housing. 

This  preliminary  listing  is  a  basis  for  evaluating  and  determining 
priorities  for  allocating  future  NDP  funds  or  similar  resources  over  the 
next  several  years.  At  this  point  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  weed  out 
infeasible  project  areas.  In  the  coming  months,  the  District  Planning 
staff  will  be  evaluating  each  area  as  well  as  identifying  other  possible 
areas  in  each  district  of  the  City.  In  this  way  it  is  anticipated  that 
the  City  will  be  in  an  advantageous  position  when  the  time  comes  next 
year  to  submit  a  new  round  of  applications  to  HUD. 
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TOWN  LINE,  CHARLESTOWN 


(a)  #  of  Acres:   2 

(b)  Existing  Uses:   Industrial 


(c)  #  of  D.U. 's   Now:      0 

(d)  Potential   Reuses:      Residential 


(e)  §   D.U.'s  New:   100  ^  150  Rehab:  0 

(f)  Relocation  -  Families:   0  Businesses:  6  (Estimate) 

(g)  Surrounding  Area:   Stable  Residential  Area  -  Highway  and  Railroad 


(h)   Comments:    Investigated  as  part  of  Charlestown  Neck  Study; 

possible  community  opposition 
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MAVERICK  NEIGHBORHOOD,  EAST  BOSTON 


(a)  #  of  Acres:  15 

(b)  Existing  Uses:  Restdentta] ,  Industrial,  and  Vacant 


(c)  #  of  D.U.^s  Now:  630 

(d)  Potential  Reuses:   Residential,  Open  Space 


(e)  #  D.U.'s  New:  500  _  Rehab:  100  (Estimate) 

(f)  Relocation  -  Families:  12  'Businesses:   8 

(g)  Surrounding  Area:   Residential  and  Coinmercial 


(h)   Comments:   Site  has  high  potential;  includes  old  "Boston  East"  Site. 

Moderate  staff  work.  Community  interest 
moderate. 
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NDP  3,  EAST  BOSTON 


(a)  #  of  Acres:   5.4 

(b)  Existing  Uses:   Vacant  Land  and  Commercial 


(c)  #  of  D.U.^s  Now:   0 

(d)  Potential  Reuses:  Residential,  Commercial 


(e)  #  D.U.'s  New:  400  Rehab:  0 

(f)  Relocation  -  Families:  0  Businesses:  4 

(g)  Surrounding  Area:  Residential,  Local  Commercial,  and  Waterfront. 

Adjacent  to,  and  a  continuation  of  NDP  1  and  2, 


(h)   Comments:  The  program  would  maintain  and  enhance  the  area  as  a 
prime  residential  -  local  commercial  area 
extensive  staff  work.  Community  interest  '^ery   high. 

NDP  3  is  far  more  important  to  the  community  and  the 
BRA  than  Maverick  neighborhood. 
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CHINESE  BUSINESS  DISTRICT  -  Phillips  Square,  and  Harrison  and  Tyler 


(a)  #  of  Acres:  .85 

(b)  Existing  Uses:   Residential,  Commercial,  Parking 


(c)  #  of  D.U. 's  Now:   10 

(d)  Potential  Reuses:  Residential,  Commercial 


(e)  #  D.U.'s  New:   140  .  Rehab:  10 

(f)  Relocation  -  Families:   10  Businesses:  1 

(g)  Surrounding  Area:   Bordered  by  Chinese  Garment  District  and  the  CBD, 

by  the  Park  Plaza  Site,  and  the  Tufts  New  England 
Medical  Center 


(h)   Comments:   Would  provide  much  needed  commercial  residential  expansion 
for  Chinese  Community.  Moderate  BRA  staff  work.  Community 
interest  very   high,  including  developer  inquiries  by  local 
residents, 
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DRESSIER  STREET,  SOUTH  BOSTON 


(a)  #   of  Acres:   29 

(b)  Existing  Uses:  Residential  and  Industrial 


(c)  #  of  D.U.'s  Now:   320 

(d)  Potential  Reuses:    Residential,  High  School 


(e)  #  D.U.'s  New:   100  Rehab:  131 

(f)  Relocation  -  Families:   0  'Businesses:  15  (Estimate) 

(g)  Surrounding  Area:   Residential  -  Fair  Condition 

Commercial  &  Industrial  -  Ugly  &  Blighting 


(h)   Comments:   Possibility  for  Fiscal  1975  or  later. 

Minimal  Staff  Work  to  date  -  Community  Opposition  Probable. 


EVERETT-LINCOLN,  Allston/Brighton 


(a)  #   of  Acres:   3.4 

(b)  Existing  Uses:  Residential 


(c)  #  of  D.U.'s  Now:   18 

(d)  Potential  Reuses:  Residential 


(e)  #  D.U.'s  New:   140  .  Rehab:  0 

(f)  Relocation  -  Families:   18  Businesses:   0 

(g)  Surrounding  Area:   Industrial  to  West,  and  remainder  residential. 

This  is  a  somewhat  deteriorated  pocket  in  an 
otherwise  fairly  stable  neighborhood. 

The  Mass.  Turnpike  Extension  is  just  to  the  south, 


(h)   Comments:   Very   strong  neighborhood  interest. 
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BACK  OF  THE  HILL/HEATH  STREET,  JAMAICA  PLAII 


(a)  #  of  Acres:   27 

(b)  Existing  Uses:   Open  -  Vacant  and  40  structures 


(c)  #  of  D.U.^s  Now:   130 

(d)  Potential  Reuses:  Residential  and  Commercial 


(e)  #  D.U.'s  New:  600  -  900  .  Rehab:    130 

(f)  Relocation  -  Families:   38  Businesses:  1 

(g)  Surrounding  Area:  Mostly  residential,  New  England  Baptist  Hospital, 

Southwest  Corridor,  Bromley-Heath  Housing  Project, 
Hennigan  School,  V.  A.  Hospital  and  Proposed  Roxbury 
Tenants  of  Harvard  Development. 


(h)   Comments:  BRA  staff  now  investigating  whether  this  should  be  FiDP  or 
privately  developed.  Land  owned  mostly  by  two  owners: 
Lahey  Clinic  and  Ruggles  St.  Baptist  Church. 
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CENTRE  STREET,  JAMAICA  PLAir 


(a)  #  of  Acres:   20  (Estimate) 

(b)  Existing  Uses:   Commercial -Retail  and  Office 


(c)  #  of  D.U.'s  Now: 

(d)  Potential  Reuses:   Commercial  -  Residential  -  Parking 


(e)  #  D.U.'s  New:  70-80  Rehab: 

(f)  Relocation  -  Families:  'Businesses:  14 

(g)  Surrounding  Area:   Residential  at  backs  of  stores,  commercial  along 

Centre  St.  strip. 


(h)   Comments:   Development  would  include  street  lighting,  a  small  park, 
parking,  and  similar  street  improvements.  The  business 
community  is  interested  in  some  king  of  action;  there 
has  been  some  staff  aork. 
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DUDLEY-  MT.  PLEASANT,  MODEL  CITIES  AREA 

(All  information  on  possible  NDP's  in  the  Model  Cities  Area  is  from  the 
Model  Cities  Planning  Department) 

(a)  #  of  Acres:   34 

(b)  Existing  Uses:   Residential,  Commercial,  and  Institutional 


(c)  #  of  D.U.  ^s  Now:   654 

(d)  Potential  Reuses:  Residential,  and  expanded  facilities  for  the 

Spanish  Alliance  Center 


(e)  #D.U.'sNev/:  200  (Estimate)        .  Rehab:   180 

(f)  Relocation  -  Families:  50  Businesses:   ? 

(g)  Surrounding  Area:   This  is  an  expanded  Puerto  Rican  Community, 

surrounded  by  predominately  Black  areas. 


(h)   Comments:   Needed  to  stabilize  residential  area  around  St.  Patrick's 

Convent.  This  is  the  highest  priority  of  the  three  Model 
Cities  proposals. 
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INGLESIDE  -  BLUE  HILL,  MODEL  CITIES  AREA 


(a)  #  of  Acres:   18 

(b)  Existing  Uses:  Residential,  Commercial 


(c)  §   of  D.U.'s  Now:   213 

(d)  Potential  Reuses:  Residential,  Possibly  Industrial 


(e)  #  D.U.'s  New:    ?  Rehab:   ? 

(f)  Relocation  -  Families:  ?  Businesses:  ? 

(g)  Surrounding  Area:   jhe  proposed  Gouldville-Dudley  NDP  Area  is 

adjacent  to  the  north;  to  the  south  is  a 
deteriorating  commercial  area  on  Blue  Hill  Avenue; 
on  the  east  and  west  sides  are' stable  old  residential 
neighborhoods. 


(h)   Comments:  This  is  the  lowest  priority  of  the  three  Model  Cities 
proposals. 


INGLESIDE-BLUE  HILL  AVENUE  NEIGHBORHOOD  DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAM 

MASSACHUSETTS   R 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  October  26,  1972 

and  the 
Model  City  Administration  Scale:   1"  =  200  feet 


QUINCY  -  BLUE  HILL,  MODEL  CITIES  AREA 


(a)  #  of  Acres:  28 

(b)  Existing  Uses:  Residential,  Commercial,  Institutional 


(c)  #  of  D.U.'s  Now:    285 

(d)  Potential  Reuses:  Residential,  Commercial,  and  School 
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(e)  #  D.U.'s  New:  300  -  400  .  Rehab:   Most 

(f)  Relocation  -  Families:   ?  Businesses:   ? 

(g)  Surrounding  Area:  This  is  a  predominantly  Black  Community.  The 

area  has  a  high  percentage  of  vacant  and  sub- 
standard  housing. units.  The  water  and  sewer 
lines  are  old  and  insufficient.- 


(h)   Comments:   Some  BRA  and  Model  Cities  staff  work.  Community 

interest  high. 
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FOREST  HILLS,   ROSLINDALE 


(a)  #  of  Acres:   30 

(b)  Existing  Uses:  Aquired  by  Mass.  DPU  for  Southwest  Expressway 


? 


(c)  #  of  D.U.^s  Now: 

(d)  Potential  Reuses:  Residential,  Recreation,  and  Open  Spacer  Parking 


(e)  #  D.U.'s  New:   ?  .  Rehab:     ? 

(f)  Relocation  -  Families:   ?  Businesses:   ? 

(g)  Surrounding  Area:   Major  transportation  node,  with  transit  stop  and  yards, 

residential,  commercial,  and  institutional. 


(h)   Comments: 


This  or  other  Southwest  Corridor  areas  are  possible 
for  NOP  consideration  if  the  Governor  chooses  the 
arterial  street  and  new  Rapid  Transit  option,  rather 
than  the  major  Expressway. 
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TALBOT  AVENUE,  MATTAPAN 


(a)  #  of  Acres:   22 

(b)  Existing  Uses:   Commercial  and  Residential 


(c)  #  of  D.U. 's  Now:   130 

(d)  Potential  Reuses:   Residential,  Commercial 


(e)  #  D.U.'s  New:   80  -  100  _  Rehab:   112 

(f)  Relocation  -  Families:  12  (Estimate)   Businesses:   16 

(g)  Surrounding  Area:  Residential,  including  the  Franklin  Hill  Housing 

Project,  Lena  Park,  recent  major  FHA  rehab;  Blue 
Hill  Avenue  and  Talbot  Avenue  commercial,  recrea- 
tional and  open  space  -  Franklin  Field  and  Franklin 
Park. 


(h)   Comments:  Would  complement,  and  benefit  from  other  public  action; 

Lena  Park,  Franklin  Park,  Lee  School,  Paine-Audubon  Replace- 
ment School,  street  improvements.  Acquisition  costs  would 
be  reasonably  low  --  this  is  an  excellent  opportunity  for 
public  action  to  enhance  and  strengthen  a  neighborhood. 
Approximate  cost  $700,000.  Community  interest  is  high, 
staff  work  is  continuing. 


MORTON  STREET,  MATTAPAN 


(a)  #  of  Acres:   4-1 .3 

(b)  Existing  Uses:   Commercial  and  Residential 


(c)  #  of  D.U. ^  Now:   245 

(d)  Potential  Reuses:  Residential  and  Commercial 
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(e)  #  D.U.'s  New:  200  Rehab:   240 

(f)  Relocation  -  Families:   150  Businesses:  50 

(g)  Surrounding  Area:   Major  transportation  node  --  deteriorating  commercial 

and  residential  area,  which  could  be  helped  by  this 
and  other  public  actions. 


(h)   Comments:  Community  interest  '^ery   high. 

Approximate  cost  $4  million.  Staff  work  continuing. 
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WALK  HILL  STREET,  MATTAPAN 


(a)  #   of  Acres:   35 

(b)  Existing  Uses:  Commercial,  Residential,  Institutional,  some  Industry 


(c)  #  of  D.U.^s  Now:   220 

(d)  Potential  Reuses:   Residential 


(e)  #  D.U.'s  New:   200  Rehab:   220 

(f)  Relocation  -  Families:  50  Businesses:  60 

(g)  Surrounding  Area:   Blue  Hill  Avenue  commercial  and  residential,  edge 

of  Wellington  Hill,  a  very  solid  residential  area. 


(h)   Comments:         '       High  community  interest.  This  would 
upgrade  and  enhance  the  Wellington  Hill  neighborhood, 
by  removing  blighting  influences.  Approximate  cost 
$3  million.  Staff  work  continuing. 
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LIVERMORE  STREET,  MATTAPAN 


(a)  #  of  Acres:    30+ 

(b)  Existing  Uses:  Residential,  Commercial,  Vacant 


(c)  #  of  D.U.'s  Now:   22 

(d)  Potential  Reuses:  Residential,  Park,  Elementary  School 


(e)  #  D.U.'s  New:    150  -  300  .  Rehab:  0 

(f)  Relocation  -  Families:  22  Businesses:   1 

(g)  Surrounding  Area:  Primarily  Single  Family  Middle  Income 

Integrated  Neighborhood 


(h)   Comments:    f^g\^  Neighborhood  staff  report  prepared  in  1970. 

Moderate  community  interest. 
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PORT  NORFOLK,  DORCHESTER 


(a)  #  of  Acres:    80 

(b)  Existing  Uses:  Primarily  restdential,  with  water-ortented  commercial 

and  recreation,  some  warehouse  and  industry. 


(c)  #  of  D.U.^s  Now:   290 

(d)  Potential  Reuses:   Residential;  water-oriented  recreational  and 

commercial;  new  Mass.  transit  stop. 


(e)  #  D.U.'s  New:  600  -  800  .  Rehab:   2OO 

(f)  Relocation  -  Families:  None  Businesses:   5 

(g)  Surrounding  Area:   This  is  a  neighborhood  unto  itself;  although  it 

provides  some  recreation  including  beach,  marinas, 
and  yacht  club  for  nearby  neighborhoods. 


(h)   Comments:   Some  staff  work;  much  community  Interest  especially  by   DUNA. 

A  classic  blighted  area,  which  could  experience  a  dramatic 
turnaround  with  appropriate  public  action. 
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NEPONSET  DUMP,  DORCHESTER 


(a)  #   of  Acres:   57 

Drive-In  Theatre,  several  smaller  Commercial 

(b)  Existing  Uses:       uses  and  Vacant  -  Old  Land-Fill  Dump 


(c)  #  of  D.U.  ^s  Now:   0 

(d)  Potential  Reuses:  Recreational,  Residential,  water-oriented  commercial 


(e)  #  D.U.'s  New:   800  ^  1200  Rehab;   0 

(f)  Relocation  -  Families:  0  Businesses:  6 

(g)  Surrounding  Area:  Though  cutoff  from  City  by  the  Southeast 

Expressway  and  the  Neponset  Bridge  -  near  industrial, 

commercial,  and  residential  (Cedar  Grove,  Port  Norfolk) 

areas.-  the  site  has  more  than  1/2  mile  of  frontage 
on  Neponset  River. 


(h)   Comments:   Much  staff  work,  moderate  community  interest.  High 

community  interest  for  MDC  indoor  schoolboy  track. 
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NORWELL  STREET,  DORCHESTER 


(a)  #  of  Acres:   35 

(b)  Existing  Uses:   Mostly  residential,  some  commercial  and  v/arehousing 


(c)  #  of  D.U.'s  Now:   145  (Estimate) 

(d)  Potential  Reuses:   Residential 


(e)       #  D.U.'s  New:      100  -  200 


(f) 


Rehab:        100  (Estimate) 
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Relocation  -  Families:   Unknown       Businesses: 
(Internal  Relocation  Possible) 
(g)   Surrounding  Area:   This  site  is  a  very   blighted  pocket  in  a  potentially 

stable  residential  area.  Residential  uses  predominate 
nearby  except  along  Washington  Street  and  the  Penn 
Central  tracks. 


(h)   Comments:   "New  Neighborhood"  study  done  by  BRA  in  1970;  some  staff 

work  since  then.  Neighborhood  interest  was  high  then, 
would  probably  still  be  high. 


